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LEV IT. xix. Part of Verſe 30 


Te Hall. Re verence my Sanctuary. 


2 Bay] H AT God, the Author and Preſerver of 

IN all Things, is a Being, who hath a juſt 
f « Title to our beſt Services, as well publick 
— Fr private, and that the more general and 
unanimous our Addreſſes are to him, the more accept- 
able they prove; Mankind, however they may differ 
in other Matters, ſeem, in this, to be well agreed : It 
is, indeed, the Voice of Reaſon, one of the firſt Prin- 
ciples of natural Religion, every where received, every 
where approved of Now, for the regular Diſcharge 
and Execution of this Publick Duty, it is not only ex- 


pedient but neceſſary that proper and ſuitable Places be 


appointed and ſingled out, wherein all Perſons, when 


call'd upon, may appear, and thereby have an Oppor- 


tunity of ſhewing how far they are concern d for the 
Honour of God, and the Welfare of their own Souls. 
'The Reverence which is due to theſe religious Places, 


the Reſpect We are oblig'd to pay them above all others, | 
A hall 


* 

mall be the Subject of my preſent Enquiry : And this 
I apprehend to conſiſt chiefly in the following Parti- 
eulars 3 | 


1. Ix ſolemnly ſeparating ſuch Places from com- 
mon Uſe. 
2. Ix beautifying and adorning them. 
3. In frequently attending upon the Service per- 
form'd i in them. And, | N 
4. 18 cncontly bakevieg ourſelves, when there... | 


FIRS r, Then, the 1 we owe to'publieh 
Places of Worſhip, muſt be expreſs d in ſolemnly ſepa- 
rating them from common Uſe, If we trace the Pro- 
ceedings of Mankind from the very Creation of the 
World, ſueceſſively through the ſeveral Ages of it, we 
hall find that in every Country, where the leaſt Pre- 
tenſions to Religion were kept up, the Inhabitants ſet 
apart Places of Retirement for the Service of the Deity. 
And it is not- improbable, but that ſome Part, even of 
Paradice, was dedicated to this Purpoſe : But, moſt 
certain it is, that the Patriarchs, who liv'd abroad in 
Booths and 'Fents ; and ſo were oblig d often to remove, 
for the Conveniency of freſh Paſture, did, wherever 
they came, erect Altars upon ſome eminent Ground, 
and encloſt them about, ſetting thereby a Mark of Di- 
: ſtinction upon them. Afterwards we read, that when 
the 


E 

the Vraelites wander d through a barren Waſte, with» 
out any fix d Habitation, they were commanded to make 
a moving Tabernacle, before which they were to wor- 
ſhip and adore the Majeſty of Heaven: But when they 
arrived at the Promiſed Land, Places for religious 
Duties were more punctually appointed, and determin d 
by God himſelf, In like manner, when Chriſtianity 
firſt made its Entrance into the World, the Profeſſors 
of it had ſeveral Places appropriated to religious Uſes: 

They were for a while, indeed, forcd, by Reaſon of 
Heathen Rage-and Malice, to aſſemble and meet toge- 
ther in-ſome upper Rooms of private. Houſes, appoint - 
ed for that Purpoſe ; but no ſooner. did: the Heat of 
Perſecution, and the angry Reſentments of their Ene- 
mies begin to abate, but they took Care to build little 
Oratories: And, in Proceſs of Time, as the Civil 
Powers ſoſten d in Favour of the Chriſtian Religion, 
and became diſpos'd to give it à fair and impartial Hear- 
ing, they every where raisd noble and magnificent 
Churches in Honour of their, dear Saviour and Re- 
deemer Zeſus Chriſt. And now, if the Dictates of 
bare Reaſon, if the Command of God himſelf, and 
the Practice of cus and Chriſtiaus agreeing thereto, 
carry any Weight or Authority with them, we are 
ſurely bound to ſet apart, and keep up Places for Pub- 
lick Worſhip. But then, it is not here to be ſuppos q, 

that the ſole devoting them to ſacred Uſes is of itſelf 
A 2  Culficient ; 


Cufficient ; there is ſomething more required to give and 
fecure to them a due Reverence, and that is, a ſolemn 
and formal C onſccration. The Light of Nature could 
inform Men, that holy Actions ought to be pcrform'd 
in holy Places, diſtinguiſh'd from vulgar Uſe by ſome 
external Ceremony of Veneration and Reſpect: For it 
is not, as ſome People have ſuggeſted, the Performance 
of religious Duties that gives the Title of Holineſs to 
Places, any more than the Actions of a Society in a 
private Man's Houſe entitle that Houſe to be call'd a 
Publick or Common Hall; for, 'till the Right, or 
Property of it be made over to the Publick, it is ſtil}, 
notwithſtanding whatever may have been tranſacted in 
it, a Private Houſe: So, though we may exereiſe all 
the Offices of Religion in any Place, yet, till by ſome 
outward Ceremony we have formally ſurrender'd it 


up to God, and wholly diveſted ourſelves of all Pro- 


perty in it, it is no more the Houſe of God, nor can 
any more challenge the Title of Holineſs, than our 
Cloſets or Chambers, where we are ſuppos d conſtantly 
to put up our Prayers to our Maker. It is true, 7he 
Earth is the Lord's, and the Fullneſs thereof, yet ſome 
Parts of it may more peculiarly than others be tiled 
his; inaſmuch as he is pleas d to exhibit there more 
Marks of his Favour than elſewhere : And ſuch are 
thoſe Temples, or Churches, that have þeen ſolemnly 
devoted and dedicated to him; which he takes Poſ- 


ſeſſion of, and, from the very Time of their Conſecrs- 
tion, he hath a new kind of Claim to them, diſtinct 


from that which he had before. This Ceremony of 


conſecrating Churches, however miſrepreſented by 
ſome Men as Popiſb and ſuperſtitious, is warranted to 


us from Scripture itſelf. Thus we read of Faced, 


Cen. xxviii. 16, 17, 18. that when he beheld the Vi- 
ſion, and awaked from Sleep, and ſaid, How dreadful 
ts this Place | That he aroſe up early in the Morning, 
and took the Stone which he had-for his Pillow, and 
et it up for a Pillar, and pour'd Oil on the Top of it; 
and when it was conſecrated by this Action, he call'd 
the Name of the Place Bethel, which in Hebrew ſig- 
nifies the Houſe of God : And ſo well pleas d was God 
with what Jacob had done, that he afterwards di- 
ſtinguiſh'd himſelf by the Name of the God of Bethel, 


as a Place devoted to his Service. Accordingly, when 
Fi.acob was return d from Padan-Aram, God com- 


manded him to go up to Bethel, and to make there an 
Altar to Him who appear'd to him, when he fled from 
Eſau his Brother. And it is the Conjecture of ſome. 


learned Men, that when Zeroboam made choice of 


Bethel, to ſet up a Golden Calf therein, for the Uſe 
of his idolatrous Subjects, he had Reſpect unto its 


Conſecration by Facob. Thus likewiſe in Regard to 
the Tabernacle ; tho' God himſelf preſcrib'd both the 


_ and Form of it, nay even condeſcended to no- 
La minate 
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minate the very Workmen that were to be employ'd iu 
the Embroidery of it, yet would not ſuffer it to be 
made uſe of in his Publick Worſhip, till it had been 
dedicated; and therefore he ſpeaks to Moſes, Exod. 
ixl. 9. in this Manner, Thou ſhalt take the Anointing- 
Oil, and anoint the Tabernacle, and all that is 
therein, and ſbalt ballow it, and all the Veſſels 
thereof ; and it ſhall be holy. After theſe Examples, 
we find Solomon dedicating the Temple, ſoon after he 
had finiſn'd it, by Prayer and Sacrifice: And ſearce 
had he made an end of theſe, before the Lord, to ſhew 
his Acceptance of them, and to aſſure this wiſe King, 
that he had taken Poſſeſſion of the Temple, ſent Fire 
from Heaven, which in an Inſtant conſumed the Sacri- 
fices. Upon ſo truly joyful Occaſion, the King of 
Hrael appointed and kept a Feaſt Seven Days together; 
during which Time he offer d Two and Twenty Thou- 
ſand Oxen, and a Hundred and Twenty Thouſand 
Sheep: And this I think ſafficient to vindicate the 
Rite of conſcerating Churches, which when onee 
paſy'd upon them, they cannot be alienated from the 
Service of God without Sacrilege, nor applied to any 
other Uſe without Prophanation ; for, as the Divine 
Majeſty is holy, ſo it is manifeſtly a Part of that Ho- 
nour we owe to God, that thoſe Things wherewith 
and whereby he is ſerved ſhould not be common and 
promiſcuous, but referved ſolely for ſacred Purpoſes. 

* | | 8 E- 
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S:conDLY, Another Part of that Reverence due 
to God's Sanctuary, conſiſts in the beautifying and 
adorning it. The very Heathens thought no Coſt, 
no Pains too much for the decking and embelliſhing 
the Temples of their imaginary Gods. Both Art and 


Nature were call'd in to their Aſſiſtance, when they 


were employ'd in this Work : And it was their Ambi- 
tion, that their Temples, if poſſible, might be as im- 
mortal as the Deities which they ſuppes'd dwelt in 
them. The Temples of Apollo at Delphos, and of 
Diana at Epheſus,, for their Richneſs and Finery, 
were look d upon as the Wonders of the World: And the 


Temple of the True God at Jeruſalem, was as noble 


and glorious as Hands could. make it. When David 
gave Inſtructions to his Son So/omon for building it, he 
required, that it ſhould be exceeding magnilicall, 

1 Chron. xxii. 5. and the Reaſon, afterwards alledg'd, 

is itſelf very awful and juſt; for, ſays he, The Pa. 
hace is not for Man, but for the. Fake God. And the 
fame Royal Perſon, 2 Sam. vii. 2. could not forbear, 
out of a pious Zeal for God's Glory, complaining of 
the Indecency of the Thing, that he himſelf ſhould 


dwell in a Houſe of Cedar, and, the Ark of 


God dwell only, within Curtains. What has been 


hitherto faid is enough, one would think, to 


put thoſe Men to the Bluth who condemn all Church 


Orhaments as vain and ridiculous ; Men, who at the 
ſame 
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ſame time grudge at no . in beauifying and 
ſetting off to the beſt Advantage, their own Habitati- 
ons. Shall the Almighty vouchſafe, in a peculiar man- 
ner, to take up his Reſidence among us here on Earth, 
and ſhall not we endeavour to provide the moſt ho- 
nourable Reception for him? It is allow'd, that God 
does not ſet any Value upon outward Splendor and 
Pomp,- barely as ſuch; but then, if we entirely ex- 
clude theſe, we ſeem to have very little Regard to 
his glorious Name. We ask not, we deſire not any 
Ornaments here, but what are chaſte, grave and vene- 
rable. Religion ſhould not be expos'd to the World 
in a wanton, or too gay an Habit; ſhould not be fer 
forth with the Fucus and Gaudineſs of an Harlot ; but 
then ſuffer her not to appear naked, or in a looſe Un- 
dreſs, without the leaſt Ornament ; allow her the mo- 
deſt, the comely Garb of a diſcrete Matron, ſuch as is 
fufficient to ſecure her from Shame and Contempt, and 
give her ſome tolerable Figure in the Eyes of the 
World. If ſome Men, through a miſguided Zeal 

have been too laviſh and extravagant in decking her 
out, and have ſhew'd too much Spruceneſs about her, 
this can never be a juſt Reaſon why we, on the con- 
trary, ſhould affect to appear like Slovens, and ill-bred 
Ruſticks in Religion, or think any Thing good enough 
to be made uſe of in God's Service. But the beſtowing 

proper Ornaments upon God s Houſe is not only an In- 
| 5 ſtance 
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ſtance of Reſpect due from us to him, but is alſo a 
uſeful means of promoting Religion; for outward 
Objects will always affect the Mind with Impreſſions, 
according to the Nature of them. Thus, when we 
enter God Honſe, where Grandeur and Beauty jointly, 
preſent themſelves to our View, we muſt needs be 
ſtrongly touch'd and mov'd : Theſe Things will in- 
ſtantly convey to us awful and ſolemn Thoughts, will 
help to remind us of the Deity that reſides there, and 
of Courſe will work us up to a good Pitch of Devotion, 
if we attend the Impreſſions they have made upon us. 
Few, if any, in this imperfe& State, where Fleſh and 
Blood ſo much prevail, are capable of reliſhing a 
purely abſtracted Religion; ; outward Geſtures and Re- 
preſentations are therefore very. neceſſary Helps of 
Devotion, and will continue to be ſuch till that Time 
come, when human Nature ſhall be refined from theſe 
Dregs and Sedements with which it is at prefent 
tainted. But of all the outward Helps that have been 
made Uſe of, to excite and keep up Mens Devotion 
in their Publick Aſſemblies, none is more ſerviceable to 
this Purpoſe, than Church Muſick ; by which I mean 
not only Vocal, but alſo Inftrumental : A Way of 
Worſhip, which was early introduced, and conſtantly 
practiſed among the eus with great Pomp, Parade 
and Solemnity. There was hardly any one mutical 
Inſtrument then known, which they did not employ 
B | in 
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in ſounding forth, and celebrating the Praiſes of the 
great God; accordingly David in Pſalm 150th, 
cails upon them to praiſe Him in the Sound of the 
Trumpet, upon the Lute and Harp, upon the String, 
and Pipe, upon the well tuned aud loud Cymbals : 
And many of this Royal Prophet's Pſalms, through 
which there runs the nobleſt Vein of religious Fervour 
and true Piety, were compoſed and ſet to Muſick, for 
the Service of the Jeuiſb Church; and the Primitive 
_ Chriſtians, who were actuated with a laudable Zeal for 
God's Honour and Glory, as ſoon as the Times would 
permit, were not wanting in this Reſpe& ; but almoſt 
every, where in Places of Note, they did erc& finely 
prepared Organs to aſſiſt them in their publick Devo- 
tions. And who is there that hears theſe Inſtruments 
played upon, with a becoming Gravity, that is not 
preſently work'd up to the higheſt Pitch of Ardour ? 
How are all his Paſſions ſooth'd, ſweeten'd and en. 

tertain'd 2 With what Rapture and Extaſy is his Soul 
tranſported ? And with what Joy, Vigour and Tri- 
umph, does it aſcend up towards Heaven, and long 
to join in Conſort with Cherubim and Seraphim who 
are inceſſantly chanting forth Euchariſtical Hymns 
and Anthems to the Lamb that fits upon the Throne ? 
There is ſcarce any Conſtitution ſo very ſtupid, any 
Soul ſo groſs and languid as to be Proof againſt the 
powerful Charms of Muſick, By a ſweet kind of 


Force 
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Force it conquers our Hearts, whether we will or no, 
it has us eatirely under its Command and governs all 
our Actions and Motions ; making us fometimes gay, 
ſometimes grave, fometimes bold and daring, accord- 
ing as the Sounds are variouſly modulated. When 
Saul was grievouſly oppreffed with a deep Melancholy, 
contracted upon his being rejected of God and deprived 
by Samuel ; and whelt violently harrafsd by an Evil 
Spirit from the Lord, his Servants could think of no 
better Expedient to divert him than Muſick; wherefore 
David was ſent for to try his Skill before the King. 
And no ſooner did this expert Artiſt touch the trem- 
bling and tuneful Lyre, but Saul's Spirits began to re- 
vive and chear up; and the Evil Spirit fo very trouble. 
ſome to him before, unable to withſtand the skilful 
Hand of this great Maſter, fled inſtantly away. 


AND could Men be perſuaded to lay afide their 
Prejudices, and with honeſt Minds frequent the Pub- 
lick Service of the Church, aſſiſted with vocal and in- 
ſtrumental Muſick, it would in ſome Meaſure drive 
away the Evil Spirit of Fa&ion and Diſcord, of 
Envy and Malice, and other diſorderly Paſſions, at 
preſent ſo very buſy and powerful among us. 'That this 
good End may be obtained, that Peace and Unity 
may be eſtabliſhed, and we be enabled to worſhip the 
Lord in the Beauty of Holineſs, I hope none here 

B 2 among 
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among us, will be backward in contributing bounti- 
fully according to his Circumſtances tuwards the 
erecting an ORGAN in this decent and handſome 
Building, the only Thing now wanting to render it. 
complete. But as I am already. fatished, how well 
diſpoſed you all are, towards carrying on ſo good a 


Work, I ſhall not any longer treſpaſs or your Pa- 
tience on this Subject. 


THIN DLV, We ought to expreſs our Reverence 
to God's-Houſe, by a conſtant Attendance upon the 
Service of it. God, no doubt, is conſcious to our 
moſt private Devotions in our Cloſets, to every Ejacu- 
lation, to every pious Thought that ever riſes in our 
Souls ; he requires theſe and approves of them : But 
then He expects and commands alſo, that we pay him 
publick Homage and external Worſhip, wherein if 
we are deficient, we diſcharge but half our Duty. So 
ſenſible of this were the religious Part of the Jeeps, 
that they were very cautious of offending in this Point. 
Thus for Inſtance ; it is recorded of Anna the Pro- 
pheteſs, that He departed not from the Temple; but 
| ſerved God with Faſting and Prayer, Night and 
Day. Luke ii. 37. It is ſaid of Simeon, that 
Juſt and Devout Man, that he came by the 
Spirit into the Temple. Thus alſo Daniel, when 

in 


TT 


in Captivity at Babylon, becauſe he could not per- 
ſonally appear at the 'Temple-Worſhip, in the 
Zeal of his Soul, threw open the Windows of 
his Chamber towards Feraſalem, and in that Poſture 
fell down on his Kners before God, expreſſing thereby 
the earneſt deſire he had, if poſſible, to be in the San- 
ctuary of God. David is a remarkable Pattern to 
us, of the Love of publick Worſhip. Of all the Ca- 
lamities that beſel that good Prince, none fat ſo heavy 
upon his Mind, none bore ſo hard upon him, as the 
being baniſhed from the Preſence of God in his Holy 
Temple. Obſerve with what pathetical Language, 
with what moving Accents of Grief and Sorrow he 
bemoans this his ſad Caſe : My Soul thirſteth for God, 
for the living God; when ſhall J come to appear be- 
fore God? One thing hate I defired of the Lord; 
that will JI ſeek after, that I may dwell in the Flouſe 
of the Lord all the Days of my Life, to behold the 
fair Beauty of the Lord and inquire into his Temple, 
Tho' a wealthy King, tho' an illuſtrious Prophet, yet 
he thought not himſelf too Great, or too Good, to 
wait on the Courts of the Lord. This he {till more 
paſſionately expreſſes, Pſalm 84. How amiable are 
thy Dwellings O Lord of Hoſis, My Soul longeth, 
yea, even fainteth for the Courts of the Lord. Nay, 
he even envieth the very Birds that Happineſs of co- 


ming into Go . U _ he in Exile was debarr d 
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from. Yea, the very Sparrow (as he goes on in his 
elegant Complaint) hath found an Houſe and the 
Stoallow her Neft, where ſhe may lay her Toung, 
even thy Altars, O Lord of Hoſts, my King and my 
God. Now to what Purpoſe are theſe Things re. 
corded in Scripture, but only to put us in Mind of 
doing the ſame, to provoke in us a pious Emulation of 
frequenting thoſe ſolemn Aſſemblies, that are called 
for the Honour and Worſhip of God, and to inſpire us 
with a Devotion truly becoming ſuch ſacred Places, 
For our Encouragement in this excellent Branch of 
Duty, we are expreſsly told by our Saviour, that if 
two of us ſhall agree on Earth, as touching any Thing 
that we ſhall ak, it ſhall be done for us of his Father 
which is in Heaven: For Says he, aero tævo or threg 
are gathered together in my Name, there am I in the 
midſt of them. And it was long ſince the Promiſe of 
God to the Houſe that Solomon built for his Service, 
that his Eyes would be open, and bis Ears attent unto 
the Prayers that were made in that Place. 2 Chron, 
vii. 15. And certainly in the Nature of the Thing, 
when our Petitions with united Force aſcend up to 
Heaven, they bid much fairer for Succeſs than any 
the moſt vehement Importunities of a ſolitary and 
ſingle Devotion. When Chriſtians with Heart and 
Voice unanimouſſy addrefs. the Throne of Grace, they 
ſo nearly reſemble the divine Employment of the 
Sains 
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Saints above, that God will infallibly anſwer their 
Requeſts, ſo far as is requiſite for their real Benefit. 
Let the Conſideration of this prevail upon Men to be 
conſtant Attendants at the Horſe of God; ſince they 
are aſſured, that they ſhall there meet with ſuch Aſ- 
ſiſtances from above, as will enable them to perform all 
the ſeveral Parts of Duty required at their Hands, and 
will procure for them ſeveral invaluable Bleſſings. Let 
me beſcech you my Brethren, to embrace every Op- 
portunity of joining in Publick Worſhip, and Oppor- 
tunities of doing this in this City, and particularly in 
this Pariſh, you can never want. Our Churches are 
continually open, ready to receive all Devout and well 
diſpoſed Perſons, where they may with their Under- 
ſtandings, join in well compoſed Prayers, expreſſive 
of all Wants, and adapted to every Cireumſtance and 
Condition of Life. But alas! notwithſtanding ſuch 
happy Conveniencies, how ſcandalouſly arc they diſ- 
regarded by the Generality ? how thin and naked 
are the Houſes of God for Six Days together? The 
Exchange and Places of Trade and Commerce ſo en- 
groſs the Thoughts of Men and their Time, that they 
are at Leiſure to maintain but little Correſpondence 
with Heaven. If they can ſpare one Day in ſeven 
for the Service of God, they think it ſufficient; and 
too often are provided with Exenſes, (ſuch as they 
are) even to deny him that. Whatever Pretences 
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Perſons in diſtreſſed Circumſtances may plead for 
their Neglect here, I am ſure none can be alledged 
for thoſe whom the bountiful Providence of Cod has 
| raiſed above the Neceſſity of engaging in Secular 
Imployments for Subliſtence ; eſpecially ſuch who 
complain of Time lying heavy upon their Hands, and 
therefore are forced to ſcek Relief in vain and idle 
Amuſements, in formal and impertinent Vilits. 


FouRTHLyY, and laſtly, we muſt expreſs our 
Reverence to God's Sanctuary, by a decent and de- 
vout Behaviour there: When we enter this Holy 
Place, we mult for that time bid adieu to the World, 
withdraw our Thoughts, as well as the Infirmitics 
of human Nature will permit, from all the Concerns 
of it, conſidering now that we arc about to con- 
verſe with the adorable Majeſty of Heaven ; and con- 
ſequently, that the loweſt Submiſſion of Mind, and 
the moſt ardent Expreſſions of Devotion, are the 
only, and moſt acceptable Sacrifice we can offer him, 
Were we to appear before any earthly Prince, to crave 
any Favour at his Hands, how very careful and ſol- 
licitous ſhould we be to behave in his Preſence with 
all poſſible Reſpect and Veneration 2 How ſhall we 
dare then to come into the Courts of the Lord with 
Rudeneſs and Unconcern, and ruth into his Preſence 
without the leaſt ſhew of Devotion? And yet this is 

fre- 
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frequently practiſed! How common is it to-fee ſome 
Perſons as gravely. compoſing themſelves to Sleep, du - 
ring the Service of the Church, as if they were per- 
ſuaded that ſuch a drowſy Poſture was a neceſfary 
Part of the Duty of that Place ; while others, are: 
Whiſpering and Talking, not to ſay; Laughing, to 
the great Scandal of their Profeſſion, and the extreme 
Offence of their devouter Brethren. Did they ſeriouſly 
conſider that God is preſent with them, they would 
ſurely, have a greater Guard upon themfelves, and be- 
have differently. God indeed, as to his. Eſſence is 
Omaipreſent ; but yet ſtill there are ſome Places where 
he may be ſaid to be more peculiarly preſent than in 
others, and therefore in thoſe Places he aught to be 
approached with a more reſpectful Deportment : Hea- 
ven is the Seat of his more immediate Reſidence, where: 
he diſplays all his Enſigns of Glory and Majeſty, and 
from whence he diſpatches his Attendants to tranſact 
his Affairs here below. As Earthly Potentates have 
many Palaces in ſeveral Parts of their Dominions, 
where at diffcrent. Times they difterently keep their 
Court; one whereof is generally erected in their 
Principal City, ſuperiour in Magnifieence and Gran- 


deur to the reſt'; So the Almighty, the King of Kings * 


has his ſeveral Manſion Houſes throughout the World, 
tho' his chicf Dwelling be in Heaven, where he is 


encircled with Beams of Light and Glory, too ſtrong 
C for 


1 
for Mortals to approach. Theſe Manſion Houſes in 
theſe lower Realms, are thoſe Places that are dedica- 
ted and conſecrated to his Service; in which he is ever 
preſent, ready to diſpenſe liberally his Favours to all 
that duly ask, ſurrounded with a Guard of Angels 
and Arch-Angels, who to us indeed are invilible ; but 
we are not ſo to them. 'This is what we call the di- 
vine Schechinah, which was manifeſted in great 
Splendour and Brightneſs from betwixt the Cherubim 
in the J7ewiſb Tabernacle. The 7e were ſo im- 
mers d in Carnality, that they could not believe God 
Was preſent with them, unleſs they had ſomg apparent 
and viſible Tokens of it: Wherefore God was pleaſed 
ſo far to comply with their Weakneſs, as to give them 
a corporeal and ſenſible Sign of his Preſence with - 
them. Tho God does not appear amongſt us Chriſtians 
in that ſupprizing Manner as among the Jes, yet is 
he cqually preſent with us, attended with his Holy 
Angels, and equally ready, if not more ſo, to com- 
municate to us of his Bleſſings. With what Humility, 
with what Reverence and Devotion then ought we to 
carry our ſelves, in a Place fo dreadful as is the Houſe 
of God, and in the Preſence of ſuch honourable, 
ſuch awful Company e That our Employment here 
may at all Times be ſuitable to the Sacredneſs of the 


Place, I ſhall very briefly, by mY of Concluſion, lay 
| down 
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down ſome Directions proper to be obſerved : And 
here Firſt, we muſt be careful to be always preſent 
at the Beginning of the Church Service; for a De- 
 ficiency here proves not only a Difhubunce to a Con- 
gregation, by breaking in upon the Devotion of thoſe 
who are putting up their Petitions to Heaven, but is 
alſo hurtful to our ſelves ; as robbing us of the Benefit 


of Confeſſion and Abſolurion, without which we can- 


not regularly joyn in the remaining Offices, or in Rea- 
ſon expect to be ſo readily heard of God, as thoſe 
who have bore their Shore in the whole Service, 


Acarn, We muſt be ſure to joyn, not only with 
our Lips, but alſo with our Hearts, in thoſe ſeveral 
Prayers that are allotted to us: As for thoſe which 
the Officiating Prieſt is only to pronounce, we mult 
follow him ſilently and mentally, and confirm for 
our ſelves every Collect, by expreſſing the earneſt 
Deſires of our Souls in a diſtinet and affectionate 
Amen. 


As Oſt as the Prieſt ſays let us pray, we ſhould 
rouze up, and collect together all our Thoughts, and 
with more Vehemeney and Zeal ſend up our Prayers 


to Heaven, 


Cv WHEN 


[ 20 } 


Wuen the P/alms are reading, we muſt alter- 
nately, or by turns, repeat them after the Miniſter ,; 
not in 4a ſitting or kneeling Poſture, but ſtandings 
the 'moſt agreeable to ſuch ſort of religious Offices; 
that the raiſing up our Bodies, may the better de- 
note the Elevation of our Souls, When in Thankſgiving 


WHzN we are employed in praying, we muſt 
keep upon our Knees, a Poſture well becoming 
humble Supplicants, deprecating Judgments, and im- 
ploring Mercy; and if our Souls are juſtly affected 
with a Senſe of the great Majeſty of God and our 
Dependance upon Him, we ſhall naturally new it in 
a humble Poſture of our Bodies. 


Wat The Prieſt is abſolving and bleſſing the 
Congregation, no Perſon muſt rehearſe after him; 
becauſe theſe are authoritative Acts peculiar to his 
Office, whereto he is commiſſioned by God himſelf, the 
Fountain of all Authority and Power. I mention this 
zhe rather, becauſe it is obſerved, that many, other- 
wiſe devout and regular Men, are conſtantly guilty of 
incroaching here upon the Prieſts Office, 


ONCE 
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One more, permit me to caution you againſt an 
evil Cuſtom, which, I am ſorry to ſay, obtains almoſt 
every where; and that is the Bowing, and Exchang- 
ing Compliments and Civilities one to another, duri 
the very Time of Prayers. This is ſach an unſeaſon- 
able way of ſhewing good Breeding, ſuch a diſregard 
to the Buſineſs you are ſuppoſed to 'be about, ſuch a 


Contempt of God and his Ordinances, as deſervedly 


calls for Animadverſion; and therefore I could not 
help taking Notice of it, and earneſtly entreating 
you to deſiſt from it for the future. Theſe few Di- 
rections, with others, that every ones own Reaſon 
upon the leaſt Reflection will ſuggeſt to him, if 
carefully followed, joyned to a daily and religious 
Attendance upon God's Sanctuary, will not only con- 
ſtitute us true Members of Chriſt's Church here on 
Earth; but will alſo qualify us for Admiſſion into 
that which is in Heaven, where we ſhall meet with 
Decency and Order, Harmony -and*Unanimity, De- 
votion and Happineſs, in the greateſt Perfection. 
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I 7 HE Wiſdom of Providence vindicated, in the Ad- 
1 migiſtration of human Affairs. A Sermon preach'd 


before the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, Aldermen 
and ſeveral Livery Companies of the City of London, at the 


Cathedral of St. Paul, on Monday, January the zoth, 1726. 
By Henry Parker, A.M. Price. 6d. 


II. The Original of Publick Calamities. A Sermon preach'd 
before the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, 


and ſeveral Livery Companies of the City of London, at the 


Cathedral Church of St. Paul, on Saturday, September the 2d, 
1727, By Henry Parker, A.M. Price 6d. 


III. The perpetual Security of the Chriſtian Church con- 
ſider'd and apply'd; in a Sermon preach'd beſore the Right 
Honourable the Lord Mayor, Court of Alderman, Oc. on 
Friday November the 5th, 1725. By T. Wheatland, A.M. 


IV. A compendious Way of Teaching Antient and Mo- 
dern Languages, formerly practiſed by the learned Tanaquil 


_ Faber, and now with little Alterations ſucceſsfully executed 


in London: With Obſervations on the ſame Subject, By ſeve- 


ral eminent Men, wiz. Roger Aſcham, Richard Carew, 


Mr. Milton, Mr. Lock, &c. With an Account of the Edu— 
cation of the Dauphine, and of his Sons the Dukes of Bur- 
gundy, Anjou and Berry: With the Marchioneſs of Lam- 
bert's Letter to her Son: To which is added, an Eſſay on 
Rational Grammar. By J. T. Philipps, Preceptor to his Roy- 
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